Jear Sol, 12/23/90 

Thanks to you and Fjfceda for the subscription to the Columbia Journalism iieview 
and ifcas for the interesting clippings that I'veSalready put aside for a friend who does 
not see the VSJ. ' 

When I used to see it, and not for investments, If which I had none, I was impressed 
by the fact that when it set out to do a major story, it took time and evolved hi/ 

journalism, i think these two articles reflect that it still does. 

The only thing new about the danger of inflection from^hickens is that the pro- 
cessing lines have speeded up and they have replaced human hands with machines for 
evideerating. (IA1 won't buy a Pe&de chicken, by the way, mostly because we know and do 
not like him. He is not a good person in any area.) 

When we farmed we never had a report of any kind of illness attributed to our 
pul try or eggs, and salmanella then was not uncommon^. But X went over each and every 
chicken and packaged it myself and I cleaned the egss without washing them. Took more 
time, much more, but 1 believe that better than imersing them, including the unsoiled, 
ih a solution of fecal matter. I aamwfl sanded each by hand, and did that take time? 

as you probably know, chicken, like pork, must be thoroughly cooker and I told 
all my customers that. Particular ly the young women so many of whom even in those days 
had not been taught such things by their mothers. Frozen chicken may show some re|Td at 
the bones, usually did in those days. But fresh chickens showing red there are under- 
cooked. I used to give the young women, girls to me, noteputdown intended, as you 
should recall from that era, when we also called ouisifcwes boys. Department of Sgrculture 
cookbooks that j. got inexepaasively. Some of these girls, away from rural homes the first 
time, developed such trust in me that they asked me for help i® such things as unexpected 
pregnancy. In those pre-abortion days X had other customers who were connected with the 
Florence Crittenden (?) home and their babies were adopted. 

Ilm glad to be getting the CJE. It is one of the publications I might have sub- 
scribed to it I'd not learned after the second security" problmS X had how important 
it is to be financially careful, How that is even more so at our "age and health. Which 
reminds me, I think you said you get The Progressive. Bernard Nossiter has what I think 
is a very good article in it. Just read it. 

When we farmed we knew quite a few poeple in the u Md kg school, and some became 
friends who would stop off whenever near us. (They and the kg experimental station at 
Beltsville used^ to use me , in the sense of consul t£~hig with me , asking advice and 
referring inqu^xries relating to specialized marketing Vihen one, la vet, decided to leave 
there he became apoultry inspector on the eastern shore. Last time we visited them, seems 
like ages ago, he was complaining that the conditions imposed on the inspectors ma d e 
meaningful inspection virtually impossible. So, WSJ article, what else is new? 4s 
Gertrude Stein might have said, chisellers are ehi^sellers are chisellers. 

I write this to Beethoven. So remember, if you'd like my little Sony, smaller th^n 
this set, of fine quality and it plays tapes, with good phones, let me know. Lil is up 
now but I'm not close enough to the stereo to hear it well. 

^°P e you all have a good holiday and a good year! 


/ 



